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DEAVER’S DOCTRINE
OPENS THE DEVIL’S DOOR

Curtis A. Cates

INTRODUCTION1

Brother Mac Deaver is teaching false doctrine relative to the Holy
Spirit and how the Holy Spirit works. Deaver’s doctrine is not merely
disturbing the Lord’s church, it is posing a real danger. Truly, Deaver’s
doctrine opens the Devil’s door in the church.2

The Devil seeks every opportunity to pervert the Truth and lead
people away from the Truth. We have but to go to Genesis 3 to see the
Devil, Satan, coming to Eve and tempting her. God had told Adam and
Eve that the day they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
they were going to die (Gen. 2:17). But Satan lied and told Eve: “Ye
shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4, emphasis added). The Devil inserted
that “not” and completely contradicted what God had said. Eve learned
the hard way that God was right, and the Devil was wrong. We need to
make sure that we listen to God. That must be our top priority.

If we refuse to listen to the Word of God, and if we refuse to honor
it as “the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16), then we are going
to listen to other voices. And, if we refuse to heed the Word which is
“living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and
quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12), we
are going to hear foreign voices—voices speaking for Satan.

THE DEVIL AND DECEPTION
When we turn away from listening to the Truth of God, we are

easily deceived. Eve was easily deceived. In fact, the Devil convinced
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her that God did not want her to have any fun. From what Satan said,
Eve could have inferred: “God is trying to take the joy out of your life.”
Today, there are people who are saying: “You have to have a direct
operation of the Holy Spirit in order to have any fun.” In fact, Rubel
Shelley says that a worship service is absolutely dead without a direct
operation and a leading of the Holy Spirit. Shelley says that when you
enter the “worship” and you have a direct operation of the Holy Spirit,
a leading of the Holy Spirit separate and apart from the Word, you do
not know which way the service is going to end up. People are being
deceived, easily deceived by such teaching.

When you depart from God’s Word, just like with Eve, the flesh is
going to be telling you what to do. What made the decision, her spirit
or her flesh, when she was tempted by the Devil? She saw that the tree
was good for food, it was desired to make one wise, and it was a good
sight to the eye. So, she took of it.

Sadly, when one person is deceived by the Devil, that person is
going to have an influence on others. Whom did Eve influence? She
influenced her husband, and he ate with her. Both of them had to suffer
the consequences, they were separated from God by their sins, and they
died. The reason why you and I suffer, and why perhaps some of us
may have some sickness that we are enduring, is that we were not born
in the garden. Because of Satan and their sins, Adam and Eve were put
out of the garden. Consequently, we cannot get to the tree of life, the
veritable fountain of youth. So, unless the Lord returns before we do so,
we are going to die. Why? Sometimes God gets the blame for suffering
and death. It is Satan’s fault. We cannot get back to the tree of life; we
need to put the blame where it deserves to be. From the garden on,
Satan has always tried to deceive man.

SATAN WANTED AN OPEN DOOR TO GET TO JOB
Job 1:6-12 presents a dialogue between God and Satan concerning

Job. Paraphrasing for brevity’s sake—
God asked: “Where have you been?”
Satan answered: “I have been down on earth walking up and

down, to and fro in it. You are in charge up
here, but I am in charge down there.”

God says: “Wait a minute, have you considered my servant
Job? There is none like him in all the earth,
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perfect and upright, fears God and turns away
from evil.”

Satan answers: “Yes, I have considered him. But, you have built
a hedge around him, and I cannot touch him.
But, if you touch him, take away all that he hath,
he will curse you to the face.”

Satan made a false accusation against Job. We must realize that Satan
makes accusations against us, too. He wants to tempt us, and he wants
to accuse us before God.

If you and I do not have an advocate, a defense lawyer, standing
with us before Jehovah God, then we are lost. If we do not have a
lawyer defending us when Satan accuses us with the other saints, day
and night (Rev. 12:10-11), then we have had it. We need the Lord, and
we must have Him. Therefore, John provides us with comfort as he
assures: “My little children, these things write I unto you that ye may
not sin. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins; and
not for ours only, but also for the whole world” (1 Jn. 2:1-2). God
provided protection for Job, too, telling Satan: “Behold, all that he hath
is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thy hand” (Job 1:12,
emphasis added). Then, Satan went out in the darkness, from the
presence of the Lord, and did his dirty work.

ELIPHAZ, DIRECT OPERATION, THE DEVIL’S DOOR
In Job 4, the Devil involves Eliphaz in his effort to ensnare Job. His

ploy is to convince Job that all of the misery, sickness, and sorrow that
he has experienced has come upon him because he is a grievous sinner.
Satan is speaking through Eliphaz as he says (again paraphrasing): “I
know that you are a grievous sinner because I saw a vision in the
middle of the night. I saw a spirit, and I heard a still, small voice. Do
you know what that spirit said? That spirit said that God does not even
trust His righteous angels, much less those that are merely of the flesh.”

Notice the accusation here. And, notice that Eliphaz said he saw a
spirit, and heard this small voice in the middle of the night when sleep
cometh upon people. Either Eliphaz made it up, or this was a false
spirit. One way or the other, the Devil was working through Eliphaz to
bring Job down. Anytime people start talking about the Spirit working
directly or having dreams or seeing visions or hearing still small voices,
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it is a false spirit, dream, vision, or voice. The Holy Spirit does not
work that way.

FALSE TEACHERS OPEN DOORS FOR THE DEVIL
The Holy Spirit works through the Word of God. In Ezekiel 13, we

see that the false prophets in the time of Ezekiel claimed a “thus saith
the Lord” for their false doctrines. But, in this chapter, God let it be
known that He neither said nor authorized those prophets to say what
they were claiming He had revealed to them. They had dreamed what
they were saying out of their own hearts. They claimed, “the Lord
saith,” but He had not spoken through them.

When preachers begin preaching that this Bible is “no more
powerful than the dictionary,” you had better examine what they are
saying in the light of the Holy Scriptures. One who believes in the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit, it was conveyed to me, held up the
Bible and said: “Without a direct operation of the Spirit, this Book is
no more powerful than the dictionary.” According to the Bible’s
teaching, that is rank blasphemy. But, you see, the Devil wants us to
believe that.

 In 2 Corinthians 11:2-5, Paul said:
I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy: for I espoused you
to one husband, that I might present you as a pure virgin to
Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
in his craftiness, your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity and the purity that is toward Christ. For if he that
cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we did not preach, or if
ye receive a different spirit, which ye did not receive, or a
different gospel, which ye did not accept, ye do well to bear with
him. For I reckon that I am not a whit behind the very chiefest
apostles.

In other words, they would listen to the Judaizing teachers who were
bringing in false doctrine, but they would not listen to the apostle Paul,
who had brought them the Truth. Paul goes on to say:

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers [They made
all kinds of false charges against Paul. They made all kinds of
false charges against Titus. And, it is interesting that Paul
defended himself, and he defended Titus, and he defended
Timothy, his fellow workers, in 2 Corinthians], fashioning
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for even
Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of light. It is no great
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thing therefore if his ministers also fashion themselves as
ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their
works 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.
THE DEVIL’S DOOR, DEAVER AND CALVINISM

The direct operation of the Holy Spirit doctrine being taught by
Deaver opens up many doors to lead the church into apostasy. When I
started preaching forty-eight years ago, I never anticipated that I would
ever see our brethren trying to bring Calvinism into the Lord’s church.
I never dreamed it in my wildest dreams. There were primitive Baptists
in my family down in south Alabama—at times they were called “hard-
shells.” They believed that, as a result of Adam’s sin, all of his
descendants have had a “hard shell” around their hearts. Consequently,
there had to be a supernatural, direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon
their hearts to penetrate that hard shell and do away with it before they
could do anything that was good.

Calvinist Loraine Boettner affirms: “The Scriptures constantly
teach that the Gospel becomes effectual only when it is attended by the
special illuminating power of the Spirit [That is what some are telling
us today. “This Book is no more powerful than the dictionary. All you
have in there is information.” We have information in the dictionary],
and without this power it is to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the
Gentiles foolishness.”3 Boettner characterizes as a “great short-coming”
the “failure to recognize the necessity for the supernatural work of the
Holy Spirit upon the heart.”4 That sounds very similar to that which
Deaver says to those who disagree with him on direct operation
doctrine. Deaver’s doctrine says that in order to become a child of God,
you must receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit when you are baptized
in water. Now, that opens the Devil’s door, does it not? In fact, it is
wide open in this area.

Calvinists do not limit the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit to
an unbeliever’s heart. Calvinism says the Holy Spirit performs
supernatural work on the believer’s heart. Deaver may call it
“supernatural-nonmiraculous,” but he, too, says the Holy Spirit
performs supernatural work directly on the believer’s heart. Discussing
“sanctification upon the child of God,” Boettner asserts: “I can tell you
that sanctification is a process [beyond regeneration, which “is
performed by supernatural power and is complete in an instant]. It
consists in the gradual triumph of the new nature implanted in
regeneration ... Sanctification [that is, the work of the Spirit upon the
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heart of the Christian], however, is not fully completed until death, at
which time the Holy Spirit cleanses the soul of every vestige of sin,
making it holy.”5 [Calvinists teach that the person who is of the elect,
who receives a direct operation of the Holy Spirit, is not fully cleansed
of evil until he dies]. “Only those are saved who are regenerated and
sanctified by the Holy Spirit [meaning the supernatural] God’s
constant sustaining power.”6 Those adequately acquainted with
Deaver’s doctrine shudder to think of the doors he is opening for the
Devil in this regard.

Brother E.G. Sewell said: “I saw not one word [in searching the
Scriptures] about getting religion or any sort of conversion by an
abstract operation of the Holy Spirit.”7 Brother J. Noel Merideth said
that the Bible meets man’s spiritual need “without any miracle [without
the supernatural] performed on it since it was given to the world
without any additional power to make it intelligible or credible.”8 He
continued: “We believe the Bible, as it is, is adapted to man as he is.
Man does not have to have some sort of a miracle wrought upon him
so the Bible may be adapted to him. All the change desired in man is
to be brought about by the word of God, and man’s response thereto.”9

About some who feel the Bible an inadequate guide, as Deaver’s
doctrine teaches, brother James T. Amis wrote:

Do these men who pretend to interpret God’s word claim to be
able to make men understand better than God can teach them?
Surely the God who created man’s mind should be able to speak
intelligibly to it. Do they claim inspiration or spiritual guidance
in their interpretation? If all religionists in the United States
would suddenly decide to “accept the whole Bible plus nothing
minus nothing,” there would be no assemblies at denominational
churches any more. There would be no doctrines of hereditary
total depravity, and a necessity for a quickening work of the
Holy Spirit upon the sinner to enable him to accept Christ, for
the Bible teaches no such doctrine.10

In addition, brother J.W. Lowber [brother F.D. Srygley wrote the
introduction to his book] spoke about the direct “quickening” of the
Presbyterian Confession of Faith. He states:

This language certainly destroys the freedom of the will and
makes conversion a miracle [There is not a dime’s worth of
difference between “miracle” and “supernatural.” If you look
up “supernatural” your dictionary, it will say “miracle.” And,
if you look up “miracle,” the first definition is “supernatural.”
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In other words, what the supernatural operation of the Holy
Spirit does is to do away with the free, moral agency of man,
opening the Devil’s door]. The Disciples have always opposed
every theory which tended to destroy the responsibility of man.
The doctrine of the ‘abstract operation of the Holy Spirit’ is as
unreasonable as it is unscriptural, and it has greatly impeded the
progress of Christianity.11

Z.T. Sweeney said: “There is no more necessity for special illumination
and guidance of the Spirit of God, and, therefore no more special
illumination by the Spirit. Men talk of being led and guided and
controlled by the direct operation of the Spirit. Such men talk blindly
and madly.”12 Brother Franklin Camp adds:

The teaching that the Spirit works directly and apart from the
truth strikes at the very foundation of the authority of the
Scriptures. This doctrine opens the door for the claims of all
false teachers from Joseph Smith, and Oral Roberts to Billy
Graham. If one is led directly by the Spirit apart from the truth,
then he does not need the Bible, nor indeed can he be expected
to follow the Bible.13

Calvinistic teaching of total depravity was the mother of the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit. Calvinists’ teaching that the
sinner was dead and could do nothing called for the direct
operation of the Spirit in conversion. The “Christian” was told
that he was being guided directly by the Spirit so that he had no
need to study.14

For a number of years, Deaver has been falsely claiming that
brother Gus Nichols agreed with him. He and I were serving together
on an open forum a few years ago, and I said: “Brother Deaver, you are
misrepresenting brother Nichols.” I was in Nichols’ classes for three
years when I was preaching in north Alabama. I know exactly what
Nichols taught, and he did not teach the direct operation of the Holy
Spirit. He believed in the personal indwelling of the Holy Spirit, but
not that the Holy Spirit was doing something directly. Now, taking his
stand on the matter, Nichols stressed:

Any claim for any influence of the Holy Spirit apart from the
word would be a miraculous operation [supernatural]. If the
Holy Spirit influences apart from the Word, it would have to be
a direct influence, and a direct influence would be a miraculous
operation. To deny that the Holy Spirit is operating miraculously
today is not to deny that the Holy Spirit operates. Before the
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New Testament was written, the Holy Spirit operated through
inspired men. Now He operates through the inspired Book. Even
when the Holy Spirit operated miraculously through inspired
men, He did not operate in conversion and sanctification apart
from the Word. The miraculous operation was to reveal the
Word, by which the sinner was converted and the saint edified.15

Faithful brethren of the past did not believe what Deaver is
teaching today. Brother E.R. Harper wrote:

The only reason one can suggest for this [direct] operation is that
the Christian, motivated by the Word of God, cannot obey God.
Both the Primitive and Missionary Baptists teach that God sends
the Holy Spirit to do for the Christian that which the Christian
cannot do for himself due to his inherent, sinful, nature given to
him at birth. This Holy Spirit doctrine, that some in the church
today are teaching, reverts (back) to the doctrine of the depravity
of man—that man, in his depraved state, as man, is unable at
some point of time in his life, to obey the commands that God
gave the Christian [And, you will remember, if you have followed
this, that the statement has been made that a person cannot
overcome adultery without a direct operation of the Holy Spirit].
This is Calvinism and the denominational foundation upon
which they were born.16

Thus, according to this direct operation doctrine, Harper said, “man at
this point is no longer a free moral agent capable of obeying God. If it
were true that man could obey God, man would not need this extra
added Holy Spirit power.”17 According to this false doctrine, he
concluded: “[I]f God does not move in this direct miraculous operation
of the Holy Spirit and perform this act for the Christian, or give this
Christian extra power in addition to and above and beyond the power
inherent in the Word, the Christian will be lost. This is Calvinism.”18

THE DEVIL, DEAVER AND
THE DOOR OF CALVINISTIC IMPUTATION

This opens the door for the Devil to teach the Calvinistic doctrine
of imputation. The word “tulip” serves as an acrostic indicating the five
tenets of Calvinism. Boettner said that total hereditary depravity is
actually total inability, and that is how he said it, “total inability,”
unconditional election, limited atonement, etc. Total inability!19 The
teaching of a direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the heart of the
sinner, or on the heart of the Christian (Deaver’s doctrine), says that
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man is totally unable to be touched by God’s Word, the Bible. Total
inability! Now, those who teach a direct operation, a supernatural
operation of the Spirit upon the heart of man, Spirit-on-spirit, are
actually implying an inability. From where does that originate?

Imputation is the glue that holds the five tenets of Calvinism
together. And, Calvinism has three areas of imputation. Number one:
Adam’s sins in the garden were imputed and are imputed to all men.
Number two: The sins of the elect—not of the non-elect—were
imputed to Jesus Christ on the cross. Number three: Christ’s righteous-
ness is imputed to the saved. What does all that mean? It means that
God put Adam on trial in the garden. Adam was the head of the race,
and God could not put every person who would ever live on trial.
Consequently, God determined before the foundation of the world that
when Adam was created and placed in the garden, He would put him
on trial. In this trial, Adam would be representative of every person
who would ever live. Therefore, when He said to Adam, “[O]f the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,” God was putting
every person who would ever live on this earth on trial. That means you
were in the garden in the person of Adam, and when Adam was tried
and tempted, you were tried and tempted. Furthermore, when Adam
succumbed to the temptation and became depraved by his sin, you and
I became depraved. Therefore, every person who would ever be born,
every descendent of Adam, would be conceived in sin.

According to this doctrine, when conception takes place in the
womb, that person, at that particular time, not only has eternity in his
heart, as Solomon said in Ecclesiastes, but he immediately by inheri-
tance becomes totally depraved and wholly inclined to do evil. Hence,
when that person, that little baby is born into this world, that little baby
hates God. That little baby hates everything that is good. That little
baby is depraved, and that little baby is headed for Hell fire because of
the sins of Adam—that is, unless God arbitrarily chooses to elect him
or her to eternal life. It was in the early days of the Restoration
Movement that people in Calvinism began to look into the faces of
their little children and ask: “I wonder if God elected our little baby
before the foundation of the world to be saved and to go the Heaven
with Him, or did He elect this little baby to spend eternity in Hell fire?”

The word “imputation,” or its equivalent, is used about fifty times
in the Old Testament. It is used about forty times in the New Testa-
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ment. Albert Barnes studied imputation in detail. He went through
those verses with a fine-toothed comb in the Old and New Testaments.
Many of them in the New Testament are found in Romans 4. For
example: “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin” (v.
8, KJV, emphasis added). That word “impute” is “reckon.” The
American Standard Version (1901) consistently uses the term
“reckon”—“Blessed is the man to whom, the Lord will not reckon sin.”
The King James Version uses several different terms, but the word
“impute” means to count against, or count for someone. Barnes said
that he found in the Bible no such teaching as sin or righteousness
being transferred to somebody else. Not in one verse!20 This being true,
there is no basis for saying that Adam’s sin has been transferred to the
whole human race.

First, Calvinism says that when Adam sinned, sin, depravity, hatred
to God, and the inability to understand the Word of God, were passed
upon all men—i.e., transference. However, the Bible says: “The soul
that sinneth, it shall die: the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall
be upon him” (Ezek. 18:20). Does the Bible contradict itself?

Second, Calvinism teaches that all of man’s sins—that is, the sins
all those who are of the elect (those capriciously and arbitrarily chosen
by God before the foundation of the world to be saved)—were imputed
to Christ. They teach that Christ did not die for all men. In spite of what
John 3:16 says, to them, the whole world does not mean the whole
world. Jesus tasted death for all men, (Heb. 2:9), but to them that does
not mean He died for all men. Only the sins of the elect, those elected
in the mind of God, were imputed to Christ, they say. Thus, God
determined that most people would go to Hell fire.

Calvinists teach that Christ became sin for man. The Bible teaches
He became our sin offering, not sin. Brother Robert Taylor said
Calvinism teaches that Christ became the greatest murderer that the
world has ever known, the greatest adulterer the world has ever known,
the greatest liar that the world has ever known, the greatest robber that
the world has ever known.21 The Bible absolutely does not teach that.
In fact, the penitent thief on the cross rebuked the other thief who was
railing on Christ, saying: “Dost thou not even fear God, seeing thou art
in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the
due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss” (Lk.
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23:40-41, emphasis added). He was saying we deserve to be crucified,
but this man is not a sinner. He does not deserve it. Calvinism says He
did. And, some brethren teach that Christ became sin, a sinner. If He
had become a sinner, He would have died as punishment for His own
sins and, thus, He could not be our Redeemer. It would take the only
begotten Son of God, the innocent Lamb of God, to shed His innocent
blood in order for Him to be the Savior of the world (Jn. 4:42).

Third, Calvinism teaches that only the saved receive a direct
operation of the Holy Spirit because it takes a direct operation of the
Holy Spirit to drape Christ’s righteousness—“imputed righteous-
ness”—upon us. Calvinism does not teach that a saved person is
forgiven. Rather, he becomes righteous as a result of the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit. The saved sinner is just as wicked as he
has ever been. He is just counted “righteous” by God. The saved sinner
is neither changed nor becomes righteous. This brings to mind the
song’s line, “dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand
before His throne.” I do not know whether the person who wrote that
song was a Calvinist, but brethren, we are not dressed in Christ’s
righteousness—not in the sense that Calvinism teaches.

Calvinism teaches that the saved are dressed in the righteousness
of Christ, and that is the reason why they are faultless, and why they
will stand faultless before His throne. The Bible does not teach that.
Calvinism teaches that the saved are righteous because they are hanging
on to Christ; therefore they will get into Heaven hanging onto His coat
tail. People do that in politics. They might go into office on somebody
else’s coat tail. But, no one will get to Heaven in spite of his wicked-
ness. No one will just be counted righteous.

John says: “My little children, let no man lead you astray: he that
doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous” (1 Jn. 3:7).
Calvinism says we do not do righteousness, but the apostle Peter
affirmed: “God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him” (Acts
10:34-35). Do you know why Abraham was counted righteous? It was
because of his obedience of faith; he was forgiven of his sins (in
promise of the coming Savior). Do you know why the people on the
day Pentecost, when they repented and were baptized for the remission
of sins, were “counted righteous”? It was because the blood of Jesus
Christ took away their wickedness. That is the reason; they were
righteous.
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CONCLUSION
If you are not righteous, obey the Gospel of Christ and become a

Christian. If you are a child of God, but you have not maintained the
walking in the light so that the blood can keep you clean (1Jn 1:7), then
return to God and receive again the cleansing power of the blood of
Christ. We did not inherit Adam’s sin and guilt. We do not hate God
when we are born, we are not unable to be pricked in our hearts by
God’s Word. The Bible is not a “dead letter” and we can live righ-
teously!
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